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Children's 



WRAF Princess for 
German Carnival 


An English girl has been chosen 
as princess of a time-honoured 
German carnival She is a 22- 
year-old member of the W.R.A.F. 
stationed near Miinchen Gladbach 
on the Rhine. Her identity is be¬ 
ing kept secret until January 16, 
when she will meet her “prince.” 
With a guard of honour she will 
appear at every function in the 
carnival which goes on until 
March 1. 

The girl usually chosen as car¬ 
nival princess is one who can pay 
her own expenses, which may 
amount to £1000; but this time the 
cost will be met by the Carnival 
Committee of this town, which is 
known as Rhineland's little Man¬ 
chester. For six weeks this 


W.R.A.F. girl will live like a prin¬ 
cess. She will be provided with 
a chauffeur-driven car. She will 
have lots of dresses of medieval 
design. She will be photographed, 
filmed, and televised. She will 
meet many famous people. 

For the last three days of her 
“reign” she <and the prince will 
take over control of the town 
from the civic officials. Then it 
will all come to an end with a 
procession to a festival ball 

The annua) carnival is an 
ancient Rhineland tradition, but 
this year at Miinchen Gladbach 
it will mark the friendship that 
has grown between the townsfolk 
and the 12,000 men and women at 
the nearby R.A.F. headquarters. 


IT NEVER RAINS ON FRIDAYS 

Airwomen at Wilmslow W.R.A.F. and for nearly 20 years it- has 
Training School in Cheshire are never rained on these occasions— 
keeping their fingers crossed this not even when nearby Manchester 
week. They are hoping that the has been deluged, 
station's strange record of never Next Friday's parade is a special 
having rain on Friday mornings one. The Reviewing Officer is to 
will not be broken on January 15. be Air Commandant Henrietta 
For it is on Fridays that passing- Barnett, Director of the W.R.A.F., 
cut parades for recruits are held, who is soon to retire. 

SUPERSONIC SWALLOW 


Schoolchildren were the first 
members of the public to see a 
model of the supersonic Vickers 
Swallow aircraft recently. 

It was demonstrated by its de¬ 
signer, Dr. Barnes Wallis, of Dam- 
Buster fame, to an audience of 
young people at the Institute of 
Civil Engineers, in London. 

The Swallow is designed for 
speeds of up to 1800 miles an 
hour, but with a take-off of only 
about 100 miles an hour. This is 


achieved by altering the set of the 
wings in flight. For take-off or 
landing the wings are in the posi¬ 
tion seen in the picture. For high 
speeds they can be swept back. 

The twin jets, mounted near 
each wing-tip, swivel as the wings 
change position. They also tilt up 
or down and so act as elevators 
and rudders. s The full wing-span 
is about 130 feet. The Swallow 
is designed to fly to Australia non¬ 
stop without refuelling. 



MUSEUM BOY 



Five years ago John England bought a stuffed kingfisher for 
sixpence. He bought it at a jumble sale in South London, 
and he was only eight at the time. That stuffed bird was only 
a beginning; for since then John has built up a fine little 
museum and, moreover, probably has a claim to being 
Britain’s youngest museum curator. Every Saturday in the 
children’s library at Kingswood House, Dulwich, his collections 
of birds’ eggs, coins, butterflies, beetles, and many other items 
are on display for the benefit of young visitors. And John is 
there in charge. 


The idea of the museum arose 
last year when John got 
permission from the children’s 
librarian to put a “nature table” 
on show there. Placed on a table 
in the entrance to the library, the 
display was also seen by many 
adults; and one of them, im¬ 
pressed by the boy's enthusiasm, 
offered him 200 birds’ eggs and 
50 beetles. 

Victorians 

The following week John 
brought along his collection of 
fossils, together with models of 
prehistoric monsters and what he 
calls his Victoriana. Given to 
him by his great-grandmother, 
these consist of an ancient sewing 
machine, candle-snuffer, bellows, 
paper knife, and a 65-year-old 
camera similar to one in the 
Science Museum at South Kens¬ 
ington. 

A few weeks later an eminent 
Egyptologist, Professor W. B. 
Emery, saw John's display in the 
library and paused to discuss it 
with him. A visit to the profes¬ 
sor’s house followed, and as a 
result some ancient Egyptian relics 
and a pair of Roman lamps were 
added to the museum. 

Meanwhile John was still 
spending his free moments in 
visits to antique shops, junk shops, 
jumble sales. He \vas spending 
his pocket money, too. He 
bought a stuffed seagull for 


2s. 6d., a pair of hartebeest horns 
for two shillings, more beetles 
and insects, a crocodile's egg. 

On acquiring extra treasures, 
John learns more about them 
from books, and so he is able to 
answer visitors’ questions about 
such items as his bottled scorpion, 
baby cobra, or Fijian throwing 
clubs. 

The museum keeps him busy 
every Saturday, He gets there at 
9 o'clock to prepare the exhibits 
and arrange the description cards, 
and is on hand to answer ques¬ 
tions until about half-past four. 
He does manage to take time off, 
however, to read Children's News¬ 
paper, which is , always in the 
library. 

One evening a week John 
attends St. John Ambulance 
Brigade meetings, and not long 


ago he passed his preliminary 
examination in First Aid. He 
wants to be a surgeon one day, 
but meanwhile finds the training 
useful in nursing the injured birds 
and small animals that he some¬ 
times rescues in the nearby woods. 

He also looks forward to the 
Latin and biology classes at 
school, the Strand Grammar. 
Latin he finds a useful aid for his 
hobby, and naturally he shines at 
biology. One of his recent efforts 
in the biology class was the 
making of an anatomical Plasti¬ 
cine model of a herring. 

V 

Do not touch 

John's museum now occupies 
six tables and several shelves in 
the library at Dulwich, and many 
adults come in to see it. Not all 
of them realise it is the hobby of a 
13-year-old boy, however. In 
fact, the other day an elderly lady 
got quite cross with John as he 
was arranging some of his fossils. 

“Can t you read that notice, 
young man,” she said sternly, 
pointing to a notice on the wall 
which read: 

Please do ' not touch the 
exhibits. 


Slightly Mixed at the Library 


“Please may I go into the 
refreshment department to do my 
homework?” 

That was the strange request 
made by a little girl at her local 
library, and only for a brief 
moment was the librarian puzzled. 
Like countless other children with 
homework to : do, the girl was 
seeking the peace and quiet of the. 
reference department. 

Even more confused was the 
boy who asked to borrow a copy 


of Holmes Audacious. What he 
really wanted proved to be not 
Sherlock Holmes, but Homer’s 
Odyssey, 

Both of these incidents are 
records in the latest Annua! Report 
of the Public Libraries in St. Pan- 
eras. Written by Mr. W. A. 
Taylor, the enterprising Librarian 
of this London borough, it is a 
report that should be read by 
everyone interested in libraries 
and reading trends. _ 

© Fleetway Publications Ltd., I960 
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AFRICA ADVANCES 


i By the CN Diplomatic Correspondent 

Statesmen agree that among the most remarkable develop¬ 
ments of the Nineteen-Sixties will be the rise of many African 
countries to full nationhood. 

This is not just a question of one country winning political 
freedom after a long period of colonial rule. 

It is the stirring of a whole continent towards the common 
goal of independence. 


"Oritain is more deeply con* 
corned with African move¬ 
ment towards independence, and 
has done more to encourage it T 
than any other European Power. 
She has more at stake in Africa, 
and her influence affects a much 
larger area of the continent than 
that of any other country. 

Her long-term plan is to bring 
the African territories for which 
she is responsible to maturity as 
equal self-governing partners in 
the British Commonwealth. Will 
this process be completed in the 
“Sixties **? Most informed people 
think it will be. 

Meanwhile, schools, universities, 
hospitals, roads, railways, docks 
and harbours have been brought 
lo a high pitch of efficiency to 
serve these territories, as Mr. 
Macmillan has seen during his 
tour of West and Central Africa. 

The great political issue in 
Africa, of course, is whether 

Europeans and Asians—whose 
forebears settled in Africa genera¬ 
tions ago—should dominate the 
governments of the various terri¬ 
tories, or whether the native 

Africans who vastly outnumber 
them should be given control. 

But this is not the only issue. 
Political freedom and poverty 
make bad partners, and Britain 

means to leave, as a heritage of 
her colonial rule in Africa, a 
system of free nations which 



Mr. Tom Mboya, Kenya’s 
great African leader 


are politically sound and self- 
supporting. 

This was the case with Ghana, 
formerly the Gold Coast Colony, 
which has won independence and 
is now working out a system 
suited to her own way of life. 

Other European countries with 
interests in Africa are now follow¬ 
ing in Britain's footsteps. For 
instance. New Year's Day saw a 
most significant event when the 
French Cameroons, run by France 
as a trusteeship under the United 
Nations, became independent. 

Later this year two other trust 


territories will gain their free¬ 
dom—Togoland (under French 
administration) on April 27 and 
Somalia (under Italian administra¬ 
tion) on July 1. 

But the big event in Africa this 
year will be the granting of 
independence to Britain’s largest 
colony, Nigeria. This will come 
next October. 

Meanwhile, during and follow¬ 
ing the visit of Mr. Iain Macleod, 
our new Colonial Secretary, to 
East Africa last month, two other 
important chapters have been 
added to the tale of Advancing 
Africa. 

Tanganyika and Uganda, British 
protectorates in the heart of 
Africa, were given new constitu¬ 
tions. When they arc worked out 
these colonies will become self- 
governing—though not completely 
independent—under largely African 
governments. 

Able leader 

Tanganyika, which has developed 
in a remarkable way, has an able 
leader in Mr. Julius Nyerere, 
whose moderation and wisdom 
have been a great help to the 
British administrators, 

The growing independence of 
Uganda and Tanganyika is almost 
certain to have some impact on 
neighbouring Kenya, where the 
British aim is to build up a multi¬ 
racial system in which Europeans, 
Asians, Arabs, and Africans share 
in the government. 

A conference to set the pattern 
for Kenya's progress will open in 
London next week (January 18). 
Much will depend on the co¬ 
operation of Kenya's great African 
leader, Mr.’ Tom Mboya, and 
others who believe Kenya should 
be run by Africans. 
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NEWS FROM 
EVERYWHERE 


Time on his hands 



The old sundial in front of the 
Palace at Kew Gardens has 
become much worn with the 
weather and is to be pre¬ 
served under cover. A crafts¬ 
man is seen putting a replica 
in position. The original was 
made by the famous 17th cen- 
try clockmaker, Thomas 
Tompion 


Russia has ordered two sugar 
beet factories from a British firm. 
One will be built in Moscow and 
the other in the Ukraine—at a 
cost of £8.000,000. 

It is estimated that China now 
has 700 million people, about one- 
qudrter of the world’s total 
population. 

BOOKS GALORE 

British book publishers issued 
20,690 titles last year, 15,168 of 
them being new books and the 
rest new editions. New books for 
children totalled 2122. 

Nearly 40 men volunteered to 
form a new crew for the Brough¬ 
ton Ferry lifeboat, to replace the 
crew lost when the lifeboat cap¬ 
sized last month. 

EVERYONE LIKES IKE 

“The world's best-known, best- 
liked citizen.’* . That is how Time 
magazine described President 
Eisenhower when hailing him 
as “Man of the Year.” Runners- 
up were Mr. Macmillan, Dr. 
Adenauer, and President de Gaulle. 


THEY SAY... 

J?ifty million can only live suc¬ 
cessfully on a small island if 
they are imaginative, hardworking, 
and resourceful. 

The Prime Minister 

Latin has held a privileged posi¬ 
tion in the school curriculum 
for too long. 

Mr. J. Shaw, former Latin master 
of fieigate Grammar School 


Latest figures issued by The 
Boys' Brigade show that it is now 
over 232,000 strong—an increase 
of more than 9000 on the previous 
year. 

National Savings - last year 
reached the record peacetime 
figure of £398,000,000. 

FOG IN VENICE 

A motor-boat with 30 people 
aboard was lost in the fog recently 
while crossing the lagoon from 
Venice to the Island of Mnrano, 
about a mile away. 

\ A Sheffield cinema recently 
charged 2d., 4d., and 6d. for 
admission. It was the final per¬ 
formance before the cinema closed 
down; the prices were those 
charged when the cinema opened 
in 1914. 


The 

BETTER 

your 

pen, 

the 

BETTER 

your 

writing. 

So 

you'd 

BETTER 

get 

the 


m 


Platignum 


mt/> Quick Change nib units, 
giving you a choice from 
fine, medium, broad, oblique 
and four italic points. Quick 
Change Nib Unit replace* 
ments //-each. 


PRICE 

4'9 


I went lo & dance 
A k*cjuse I w as lonely— 
but my dancing was 

Jjjff.J hopeless! It made me 
no friends 



Can’t afford private lessons? Learn ball room 
dancl ig at home! Send for exciting booklet. 
“Dance Escort” — FREE to readers <d 
Children’s Newspaper—which explains the 
dynamic SURE STEP system. Just solid 
name and address to: 

ESCORT DANCE INSTRUCTORS 
Studio CN.2, Harrogate 
(or Rock V Rolf course—-send <4/6 p.e.) 
or Old Time course B/6 or Cha-Cha 5/6, 
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TUG AND 
TRA WLER 
IN ONE 

: a 



Garden memorial to 
Scottish scientist 

A garden is to be opened at 
Darvel, Ayrshire, to commemor¬ 
ate Sir Alexander Fleming, who 
discovered penicillin. 

It is situated near the Glen Brig 
where the scientist played as a 
boy. and the opening ceremony, 
by Professor Robert Cruikshank, 
who was a colleague of Fleming, 
is due to take place on April 23. 


The new Aberdeen trawler, 
Universal Star, is a two- 
purpose vessel for she can be 
used as a tug if the need 
arises. When fishing she 
hauls her trawl-net with the 
hoop-like gantry at the stern 
instead of the usual “gallows” 
at the side. Thus the net 
comes aboard over the stern 
and, with the vessel’s head 
to the wind, the fishermen 
have the bridge-structure be¬ 
tween them and the weather. 
This makes for safer fishing 


PRIZES WORTH 

OYER £1000 

* 

for 

good writers under 18 
in the 

Children’s Newspaper 
NATIONAL HANDWRITING 
TEST OF 1960 

If YOU can write well... 

If YOU are UNDER 18 ... 

If YOU are a full-time pupil at 
school or college in Gt. Britain, 
Ireland, or the Channel Islands 

YOU COULD BE ONE OF MORE 
THAN A THOUSAND WINNERS 

This year the competition will 
be divided into 

FOUR AGE GROUPS 

with double awards for both 
schools and pupils — making 

1182 PRIZES IN ALU 

★ ★ ☆ 

Look out for full details in Children's 
Newspaper next week. Entry forms 
will be supplied free and post free 
on school application—the schools' 
order form will also be given in next 
week's CN. 

********************** 

■aniiUfliiiiiflUBBiaii 


Scouts' pageant to 
honour B-P. 

Lord Baden-Powell will play the 
part of his father in a pageant 
portraying the life of the founder 
of the Boy Scout movement which 
is to be presented at Whitsun in 
Chatsworth Park, Derbyshire. 

Several hundred Scouts will take 
part, and the climax will show 
the Relief of Mafeking. 


Boy who won the 
Grand Prix race 

Two exhibits at the recent Rac¬ 
ing Car Show in London recalled 
the story of the boy who took 
part in a Grand Prix race . 

In 1928 it was compulsory. for 
a mechanic to ride as passenger 
in Junior Grand Prix at Brook- 
lands. Malcolm Campbell wanted 
to enter his 14-litre Delage, which 
had won the British Grand Prix 
the previous year. 

But the Delage was a single- 
seater, and as his own mechanic 
was' much too big to squeeze in 
alongside a schoolboy friend was 
enlisted for the job. And Mal¬ 
colm Campbell and his young 
“mechanic" won the race. 

The schoolboy was Rivers Flet¬ 
cher, and his own racing HMW- 
Jaguar was seen at the show as 
well as the Delage. 

Great chance for 
young actors 

The Youth Theatre staged a 
highly successful London produc¬ 
tion of Hamlet last year; this year 
it is to present Julius Caesar in 
modern dress, and about 150 
tough lively lads aged 14 to 21 are 
needed. Auditions are being held 
in London until Easter, and Mr. 
Croft, the Director, told a CN 
man that he hopes to arrange 
others in Manchester, Birming¬ 
ham, and Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Young people are also invited 
to design a modern setting and 
costumes for the play and to com¬ 
pose incidental music. Small cash 
prizes are offered for the best con¬ 
tributions. More details can be 
obtained from Mr. Michael Croft 
at 5 Montagu Place, London, W.l. 



A new portrait of the Queen has been painted by Lydia de Burgh 
for the Northern Ireland Parliament Building at Stormont, Belfast 


A hub gear 

makes cycling more fun 



Sturmey-Archer gear. You can go so much 
further with much less effort, even up long 
steep hills. Cycling becomes more skilful too: 


you’ll get more out of your cycle by 
careful, clever use of your Sturmey-Archer gear. AH 
working parts are enclosed and protected from 
knocks and rain and mud. If you want to go 


places as a cyclist ride a cycle fitted 



with a Sturmey-Archer gear. 


FUCK your Sturmey-Archer into 'first' 
for a sports car getaway; 

FUCK it into { second’ to build up 
speed; 

FUCK it into 1 top* for a fast, easy- 
action ride. 


NO CYCLE IS COMPLETE 
WITHOUT A 


STURMEY ARCHER 


GEAR 
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Won by a knock-out prudence kitten likes skating 


NEW SPORTS QUIZ FOR NEW TOWNS 


But her tail gets in the way 


- Lunch and listen” would be a 
good motto for the B B C’s 
completely new knock-out sports 
quiz which begins a 13-wcck run 
in the Light. Programme next 
Saturday. The timing could hardly 
be better—1.45 to 2.15 p.m. 

- Brian Johnston will be compere 
in contests between teams repre¬ 
senting most of Britain’s New 
Towns. Each team will have four 
members, including a captain. The 
questions, set by cricket expert 
Roy Webber, will cover most 
major sports like soccer, cricket, 
boxing, rugby, and athletics. Brian 


Johnston will put them to the cap¬ 
tain of each team alternately, and 
it will be up to the captain to 
pick which member of his team 
he thinks has the right answer, 

Corby meet Hatfield next Satur¬ 
day. Other teams drawn to com¬ 
pete against each other include 
Bracknell and Basildon; Crawley 
and East Kilbride; Cwmbran and 
Harlow; Welwyn and Hemel 
Hempstead; Pcterlee and Glen¬ 
rothes; and Stevenage and Newton 
Aycliffe. 

The winning finalists will receive 
a B B C trophy. 


AN ARTIST AMONG THE BOMBS 


John Mills, R.A., 
the artist in Asso¬ 
ciated - Rediffusion's 
Lucky Dip on Tues¬ 
days, was due to 
begin a new fort¬ 
nightly series of art 
lessons this week. He 
probably has as wide 
a range as any artist 
on the air, teaching 
everything from lino 
cuts to oil painting. 

He is an author, 
too. Just now lie is 
at work on a book 
dealing with his war¬ 
time experiences in 
removing detonators 
from parachute bombs. 



John Mills at his easel 



□□□□□□□□□□ 


Who was the 
Powerful One'? 

All China went in dread of the ruthless 
4 Powerful One ’—yet two girls dered 
to engage him in a battle of wits ! 

Don’t miss this exciting picture story in 

SCHOOLGIRLS’ 

PICTURE LIBRARY No. 73 

At any newsagent or bookstall —l f - 


:□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


The good news for Prudence 
Kitten fans is that she begins 
a new series in BBC television 
this Wednesday. 

Molly Blake, her friend and 
manipulator, has sent me a very 


PROGRAMMES 
and PEOPLE on 
TV raid RADIO 
by . 

Ernest Thomson 


interesting note, '‘Prudence will 
be 10 in June,” she writes, “and 
has been happily settled for some 
vears in Much * Purring, with her 
sister Primrose living down the 
lane and the rest of her large 
family not far away. 


“Prudence is 
married to a ship's 
cat called Nelson and 
she hopes that he will 
get some leave soon. 

He always manages 
to bring home a bag 
full of presents from 
the Far East and the 
South.Seas and many 
other places. 

“Prudence has 
been working hard 
on her dancing this 
winter. She is proud 
of the fact that she 
is the first glove 
puppet on TV to 
have legs, and we 
shall be watching her 
and Primrose practis¬ 
ing their ballet, not 
forgetting, of course, 
their pas cfes chats! 

“As a matter of fact we may 
sec the famous legs sooner than 
Prudence expects because if the 
cold weather holds in Much Pur- 



Prudence does a little gardening 

ring she will be going skating 
the village pond and skating is 
Prirs strong point. She says 
tail gets in the way.” 


on 

not 

her 


Tintin the terror Birds overlooked by Nature 

LJ pmfvtrfu Tinh'rt flip * 


Remember Tintin, the intrepid 
boy reporter in BBC tele¬ 
vision last spring? Soon, I hear, 
this lively cartoon character created 
by Belgian artist Herge will be 
seen in another adventure like his 
famous King Ottokar exploit 
which ran as an eight-part strip 
serial. 

In his baggy plus-fours, pullover, 
and raincoat, Tintin is a terror to 
spies, smugglers, and kidnappers 
all over Europe, 


When Dr. Desmond Morris, of 
Granada’s Zoo Time, men¬ 
tioned “left-over birds,” I thought 
he was harking back to those 
turkey bones at Christmas. 

But* no. The left-over birds in 
this Thursday’s Zoo Time oa IT V 
arc the ostrich, cassowary, and 
kiwi.' Left over but not neglected. 
The cameras will be turned on 
them at the London Zoo while 


Three against the Voice 



Terence Alexander, Jennifer Wright, and Terence Longden 


(Jarry Halliday takes off for the 
third time in BBC Junior 
T V next Saturday for another six- 
part serial by Justin Blake about 
a pilot's adventures in the airline 
charter business. 

This time the Voice (Ehvyn 
Brook Jones) has kidnapped five 
top nuclear scientists and is offer¬ 


ing to sell them to the highest 
bidder. Watch him keeping abreast 
of developments by means of eyes 
projected on the wall. 

Once again Terence Longden 
plays Garry, with Terence Alex¬ 
ander as his lieutenant. Bill Dodds, 
and Jennifer Wright as air hostess 
Jean Wilis. 


Dr. Morris tells how Nature 
seemed to overlook them. They 
have wings but cannot fly, and 
now they , are getting rarer every 
year. 

Keep your eyes open for the 
kiwi. He is always dashing off 
to another appointment- The Zoo 
specimen is said to be bad-tem¬ 
pered, but can you blame him? 
Normally he lives by night, but 
so as not to miss any scraps that 
may be going, he has to pop out 
into the daylight for a few minutes 
every afternoon. He chirps up a 
bit on a diet of special earthworms 
which have to be brought from 
the Isle of Aran. This will be the 
first time, by the way, that a kiwi 
lias been seen in Zoo Time. 

The giant ant-eater will also be 
“at home” to the TV cameras, 
and some monkeys, too. But the 
chimps will not be seen. They 
have other engagements in the 
Children’s Zoo. 

No light problem 

JYic Case of the Blazing Head- 
• lights in this week’s Playbox 
on B B C television may prove 
tricky for the engineers. Even the 
most modern TV cameras get 
temporary black-outs if fierce 
lights shine into the lens. It is 
rather like a bang blasting a 
microphone. Vere Lorrimcr has 
again written the script for this 
Six-Clue Challenge episode featur¬ 
ing Detective Inspector Bruce. 

! The Inter-Regional Quiz Cham¬ 
pionship enters its second round 
this week. The object is to get 
into the two top places in the 
score-tabic. Scores in .both rounds 
are totalled, and the two leading 
teams then play a final match in 
the last programme of the series. 

The team from Scotland, which 
started off the first round, also he* 
gins the second. 

Eamonn Andrews opens Playbox 
as usual, with Tony Hart helping 
to hold the lid. 
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Waging War on 
Blindness in 
many lands 


Every year blind boys and girls 
in Britain are trained to be useful 
citizens; despite their handicap 
they can look forward to a full 
and happy life. The blind youth 
of backward counYries in Africa 
and Asia are less fortunate; mil¬ 
lions are doomed to a miserable 
existence. It was to help such as 
Jhese that the Royal Common¬ 
wealth Society for the Blind was 
founded in January 1950, just ten 
years ago; already it has given 
thousands, of the sightless, in more 
than 30 countries, the chance of 
a new life. 

One of them is Chan Poh Lin, 
a 15-year-old Chinese girl in 
Singapore. Four years ago she 
went blind and deaf. In earlier 
days that would probably have 
been the end of her story. But 
Lin was taken to the city’s new 
school for the blind. There she 
met Reuben Jacob, also blind, 
who taught her to communicate 
by hand signs. She soon learned 
to speak to him in Chinese. 

Lin next decided to learn Eng¬ 
lish, and with infinite patience 
and determination she succeeded 
in making herself understood. 
Now this courageous and remark¬ 
able girl is coming to England to 
continue her education. 

Down on the farm 

The Society has started many 
overseas schools for the blind like 
the one Lin attended in Singapore. 
It has devised braille alphabets 
for different languages and-dialects. 

As most of the Commonwealth’s 
blind people live in villages the 
Society has developed schemes of 
rural training, In Nigeria, Kenya, 
Tanganyika, Malaya, and other 
lands blind youths are learning 
•arious branches of farming, from 
clearing bushland to marketing 
crops and building barns. 

Most of the students who first 
arrived at the Nigeria farmcraft 
centre at Ikeja, near Lagos, were 


under-nourished and quite help¬ 
less. After a year’s training they 
were physically fit and able to 
tackle most farm jobs. 

The Royal Commonwealth 
Society for the Blind has also 
carried out extensive medical sur¬ 
veys to discover the causes of 
widespread blindness in tropical 
Africa. The results will be im¬ 
mensely valuable in checking the 
spread of infectious eye diseases 
among backward peoples. 

To investigate West African 
“River Blindness,” from which 
nearly half-a-million people suffer, 
British doctors and eye specialists 
travelled over 100,000 miles and 
examined the eyes of more than 
8000 people. 

Flies are the enemy 

Advice on controlling the fly 
pests that have made Northern 
Ghana “ the country of the blind " 
has since been acted upon by 
the Government there. Operations 
against the flies which are carriers 
of River Blindness are also Under 
way in Nigeria and Sierra Leone. 

Rigorous control of disease¬ 
carrying pests will do much to 
prevent blindness in tropical 
countries. Much more can be 
done, too, particularly among the 
young, by providing better medical 
services and teaching modern 
hygiene. By such methods the 
Royal Commonwealth Society for 
the Blind is waging a never-ceas¬ 
ing war on one of the great 
scourges of mankind. 


SAVING ON A 
RAINY DAY 

To encourage people to take 
earlier holidays, a travel agency 
has invited people to spend them 
on the Norfolk Broads in April 
and May—with money back 
guarantee if one-tenth of an inch 
of rain falls on any day during the 
holiday. 


HIGH-SPEED CAMERA 



This camera at a research establishment near Sevenoaks, Kent, 
takes pictures with exposures as short as one ten*milIionth 
of a second 


DOCKS ON THE LAKE 
IN THE PARK 


J^ast week I wrote about wild 
geese. This time it is the turn 
of the ducks, for there must be 50‘ 
people who get a chance to see 
a wild duck for every one who 
sees a wild goose. 

Almost every large town in 
Britain has a park with a lake in 
it, and on every lake in winter 
you will sec two or three kinds of 
wild duck, some of them attracted 
by the food thrown to them by 
kind-hearted members of the 
public. 

By far the commonest kind of 
wild duck is the mallard, from 
which our domestic ducks are 
mostly descended. The drake 
mallard is a handsome fellow, 
resplendent with his bright green 



of lakes in town 
parks are both diving 
ducks, which feed by 
actually diving and 
swimming under 
water. They are the 
. tufted duck and the 
common pochard. 

The drake tufted 
duck is as handsome 
in his own way as the 
drake mallard. Most 
of his plumage is 
black, with only his 
flanks, belly, and a 
bar on each wing 
white. The only traces 
of any other colour 
are the grey : blue of 
his bill and legs and 
the yellow of his eyes. In the 
breeding season he has a black 
crest hanging from the back of his 
head. 

The female tufted duck is again 
a much duller bird than her mate, 
with a much less conspicuous 
crest and mainly brown plumage, 
except for the white wing-bars. 
They are much smaller and 
dumpier than duck mallards, from 
which they can also be dis- 



The tufted duck, common in town parks 

(These photographs are by John Markham) 

There are two other common 
water birds of town parks that 
many people at first mistake for 
ducks, though if you look at them 
closely you will see that they have 
beaks of quite a different shape. 
These are the moorhen and the 
coot, and their beaks are pointed, 
not flattened like that of a duck. 

The larger coot is easily dis¬ 
tinguished from the moorhen by 


the fact that its bill and frontal 
tinguished bv their constant diving, shield are both white. The moor- 

The duck pochard is another !,en ' s biU is red vvith a y ellovv 


The mallard, ancestor of the 
domestic duck 

head, blue patch on wing, narrow 
white collar, grey back and under- 
parts, and dark brown breast. He 
is like no other wild duck, and 
you do not need to see the curly 
feather in his tall to recognise him 
a long way off. 


dull brown bird, rather larger than 
the tufted duck, but without its 
crest or wing-bars. The drake 
pochard, on the other hand, is 
quite distinct, with a bright chest¬ 
nut head and neck, dark grey 
upperparts, black breast, and 
whitish underparts. Pochards also 
have grey-blue bills and legs, but 
their eyes are red. 


and its legs are green. Instead of 
the moorhen’s white tine and 
white under tail-coverts, the coot 
has a white bar on each wing, 
which, however, only show when 
the bird flies. 

Now go out to the nearest park 
lake and see how many of these 
birds you can find. 

Richard Fitter 


Dabbling for food 

The female mallard, on the 
other hand, is rather a dull brown 
bird, with no other colour about 
her except the blue patch on her 
wing which she shares with the 
drake. This coloured patch is 
called a speculum (which is Latin 
for a mirror), and all the dabbling 
ducks have one, usually of a dif¬ 
ferent colour from the rest of 
their plumage. A dabbling duck, 
incidentally, is a duck which gets 
its food either by dabbling with 
its bill on the surface of the water, 
or by upending in shallow water 
and dabbling on the muddy 
bottom. 

The two other common ducks 


YOUNG WRITERS, 
PLEASE NOTE 

Young writers have a fine 
chance to win laurels—and hand¬ 
some prizes, too—in the Children's 
Literary Competition organised by 
the Daily Mirror . It is open to 
all boys and girls between five 
and sixteen w'ho have a talent 
for writing prose or verse. 

Entries must be sent in before 
February 18, 1960. For full 

details of entry and awards, send 
a stamped, addressed envelope to 
Children’s Literary Competition, 
Leaflet A, Daily Mirror, Fetter 
Lane, London, E.C.4. 
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THERE'S NOTHING QUITE LIKE 

‘ Plasticine ’ 

Obtainable from all good Stores, Toy Shops, 
British Home Scores, and Little woods. 


- Made solely by 

HARBUTT’S PLASTICINE LTD 
BATHAMPTON BATH 


WRAC OFFICERS & O.R’s 

I00XW0RSTED WOOL 

SLACKS 


CASH PR/c£ 

9* 


THE fmST 
OBTAINABLE 

Genuine WKAC 
Officers & O.R.’s 
issue. Man tailored material 
Is of a very fine worsted 
wool weave. Ministry parcel 
purchase of these unissued 
slacks enables us to offer 
at less than the making 
price. Material must be 
worth five times what we 
ask. Consult your taUor—he 
will agree. Side pocket. 

Button side. Self adjusting waistband 
which will fit your waist perfectly. 

22 to 28 waist 9/11, post 1/7. 30 to 36 waist 
3/- extra. Latest shade drab olive. LISTS. 



me am ■ 


mr me 


* GABARDINE 

n rnmjs%¥ 

9 fm 




G}EADQUARTEfl & 0EKERAI SUPPLIES LTD. 


ALSO IN 
BROWN & 

BOTTLE GREEN. 

For treacherous weather 
we can recommend this 
school trench coat style 
double breasted, proofed 
and lined throughout, 

CASH PRICE 3VI1 
post, etc., Z/6 sizes 22 
to 24, or sent for 5/- 
and 8 monthly payts. 5/-. Sizes 26 to 32 
5/- extra. Sizes 34 to 3S 10/- extra. Sizes 
40 to 44 15/- extra. LISTS CLOTHING. 
FOOTWEAR. GUITARS. JEWELLERY. 
RADIOS. ETC,, TERMS AVAILABLE. 
[Dept. CN/84), 196-200 Cold harbour lane, 
Loughboro* Juno., London, S.E.5. Open Sat. 
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In safe hands—a bush baby 
rescued from a tree-top 


A stranded animal carried 


■ w m ' 



A python hauled aboard. Swimming snakes were often 
found to be too shortsighted to see land 



i 


Operation Noah is the name ' 
trapped by the rising waters of 
ft is the greatest animal rescue 
finished, for there are still me 
' trapped on different islandsT: 

. waters vise again with the rain 3 
will then be resumed . Meanwk 
already done has been finely to 
DUNKIRK, published by Herb t 
4iy "FHE battle in the water was a 

f life-and-death struggle in 
which the ranger had only his v 
native wits and swimming prowess 
to rely on against an , adversary 
with a ferocious bite and claws 
that could lip a man’s stomach 
• open.” 

That is not a scene from a frog- * 
man thriller, but an everyday in¬ 
cident in the lives of the men 
rescuing hundreds of wild animals 
from the new lake formed by the 
Kariba Dam on the Zambesi. 

Such thrills follow in rapid suc¬ 
cession on almost every page of * 
Animal Dunkirk. The authors, 
Eric Robins and Ronald Legge, 
shared the tough life of the men 
who faced death and injury to , 
save starving animals trapped on 
islands in the rising waters— 
islands that grew smaller every 
day. 

The rescue work called not only 
for courage, but for intimate 
' knowledge of wild life, and only 
a handful of men were qualified 
for the job. Already crazed with 
fear, the animals could not know 
that the men in the approaching 
boats had come to save them, and 
they often fought desperately. 

There were sable antelopes that 
can give a sledge-hammer kick 
with a razor-sharp hoof; wart- 
hogs whose curved tusks are ter¬ 
rible weapons; baboons and ant- 
bears with a savage bite. Deadly 
snakes were everywhere, and 
crocodiles lurked below the sur¬ 
face. : - 

Against such hazards the small 
team of rangers battled magnifi¬ 
cently from dawn till dusk to 
rescue as many animals as pos¬ 
sible—from zebras to bush babies. 

Animals that could swim were 
sometimes driven into the water 
and shepherded to the shore. 
Others had to be caught in ex¬ 
tended nets, grabbed skilfully, tied 
up, and bundled into the boats.. 


5. 


Nursing a steenbok In the stern of the rescue boat* Great care was needed 
as captured animals often suffered from shock 



A bushbuck, driven into thew 
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.!!V*h to f//e rescue of animals J 
the. Kariba Lake in Rhodesia 
nice the Ark, and it is not yet 
ny animals, including rhinos, 
f iey will be in peril when the 
season, and Operation Noah 
tie, the story of the great work 
Id in a book called ANIMAL 
°rt Jenkins at 21 s. 

The work of mercy involved the 
‘lardy rangers in constant hair- 
raising adventures. There was the 
time, for instance, when Rupert 
^othergill, leader of the team, was 
/resiling with a great dog baboon 
x the lake and trying at the same 
me to escape the painful embrace 
'f a thorn bush. Suddenly he |p| 
jpolted an eight-foot-long Mamba Iff 
--Africa’s deadliest snake—streak- || 
mg towards him. Another ranger i§ 
in the rescue boat shot it in the 
nick of time. 

Operation Noah is a task in 
which courage is matched with 
humanity. Animal Dunkirk is an 
excellent record of it. 



The photographs on these pages are repro* 
need by courtesy of the Federal Information 
„ c i pt y Rhodesia and Nyasaland ; Northern 
Rhodesia Information Dept.; and Herbert 
Jenkins Ltd. 


A half-drowned monkey fished out of the 
waters in the nick of time 


Shepherding a kudu to the mainland* It swam nearly two miles to reach the shore from 

one of the vanishing islands 



ater from an island, follows the 
tio dry land 


Because of its fierce tusks, the wart hog could be handled only by 
using a strong net 


Fierce genet cat which proved a tough customer to capture 
and take to safety 
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TRIAL RUN FOR NEW FRENCH FRANC 



When France Introduced her new franc in the New Year, children 
were asked to demonstrate how easy the change from old to new 
could be. In a Paris suburb they took over trading activities and 
here we see two amateur butchers explaining the new prices. 
One new franc is worth !00 of the old francs 

FASTEST AND HICHEST 

Two world records for American pilots 


A new speed record and a new 
height record have been set up by 
American pilots within a few days 
of each other. 

The height record was estab¬ 
lished by Captain J. B. Jordan, 
who took his Lockhead Starfighter 
to 103,395 feet 

Captain Jordan first flew to 
40,000 feet, and levelled off to 
obtain maximum thrust from the 
plane’s jet engine. There he 
reached a speed of nearly two-and- 
a-half times that of sound, and 
then pointed the nose upwards at 
an angle of 47 degrees. 

The engine’s afterburner went 
out at 75,000 feet, and the jet 
engine stopped at 95,000 feet. At 
this height the air is too. thin to 
keep the engine alight and pro- 
vides only the barest amount of 
lift to the razor-thin wings. 

If Captain Jordan had not built 
up his speed before starting his 
attempt on the record, the plane 
would not have travelled very 
much higher. As it was, the im¬ 


petus of the' plane carried it in a 
rocket-like climb up to the record 
height. 

The speed record was set up by 
Major Joseph Rogers, U.S.A.F., 
flying a Convair F-106 Delta Dart 
over California. 

Guided by radar. Major Rogers 
made his first run at a height of 
40,000 feet. Approaching the 
eleven-mile ‘lane’ in the sky, he 
switched on the afterburner, which 
bums neat fuel without it passing 
through the turbine, and reached a 
speed of nearly 30 miles a minute. 
He then turned back for another 
run in the opposite direction. The 
average speed of the two runs was 
1525.29 m.p.h., beating the pre¬ 
vious record, held by Russia, by 
more than 40 m.p.h. 

During the two runs the tem¬ 
perature of the metal. skin over 
the fuselage reached 340 . degrees 
Fahrenheit, and most of the paint 
on the machine was either burnt 
or blistered. 


Young Britons 
to camp in 
Jordan 

A new type of international 
youth camp will be held in Jordan 
this year as the result of talks 
between King Hussein of Jordan 
and a Nottinghamshire vicar—the 
Rev. John Nicholls, of St. John’s, 
Carlton. 

While on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land in 1958, Mr. Nicholls 
met. King Hussein and suggested 
that it would be a good idea to 
bring young men of Jordan and 
Britain together in a camp. The 
King agreed, and next August 30 
young men from Britain and 12 
from other European countries will 
fly to Jordan and camp there at 
his expense. 

They will spend 13 days in 
Jordan, and then go on a three- 
day pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

TWO POLICEMEN 
SWAM TO THE 
RESCUE 

Seeing a boy struggling to reach 
the shore from a capsized boat at 
New Milton, Hampshire, P.c. 
Donald King and P.c. Handley 
swam to the rescue. 

Pc. King then swam another 
three-quarters-of-a-mile to rescue 
two other boys who were clinging 
to the upturned boat On reach¬ 
ing them he gave one boy his life¬ 
jacket and then dived under the 
boat to get a can, which he put 
under the other’s jersey to help to 
keep him afloat 

All this took place last June. 
The other day P.c. King received 
the British Empire Medal, and 
P.c.. Handley the Queen’s Com- 
^mendation for Bravery. 
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m RECORD 

New discs to note 


PEGGY LEE: You Deserve and 
Things Are Swinging on Capitol 
CL15103. These two are numbers 
where the beat is all important, 
and Peggy Lee’s warm, husky 
voice brings out the best in them. 
(45. 6s. 4d.) 

MEYERBEER: Les Patineurs, and 
MASSENET: Le Cid on Decca 
BR3015. Jean Martinon is the 
conductor on this fine recording, 
and the orchestra is one which 
may be new to you, the Israel 
Philharmonic. You will specially 
like the swirling melodies of the 
famous Meyerbeer skating ballet. 
(LP. 19s. 10id.) 

ROD LAUREN: // 1 Had A Girl 
on RCA1165, y Ninetcen-year-old 
Rod was meant for a career in 
dentistry. But inheriting a musical 


KAY STARR: Riders^In The Sky 
on Capitol CL15105. Kay Starr is 
an American entertainer who 






talent from both parents, he has 
become a recording artist and his 
first disc is a catchy melody with 
an infectious rhythm. (45, 6s. 4d.) 


All together 
Dance 

Seventy boys and girls wilt 
perform a massed sword dance at 
the Royal Albert Hall on Friday, 
and Princess Margaret will be 
there to watch them. 

The occasion js the Festival of 
the English Folk Dance and Song 
Society, of which she is Patron. 


at the Folk 
Festival 

Among the highlights of the 
Festival will be a Lancashire clog 
dance (by a London girl), Morris 
dancing, Irish jigs. Highland reels, 
and Basque dances. A fascinating 
new feature will be a procession 
of village bands playing fiddles, 
flutes, oboes, and accordions. 


always appears to be full of 
vitality and enthusiasm. She puts 
both into this record. (45. 6s. 4d.) 

FRANKIE VAUGHAN: What 
More Do You Want on Philips 
PB985. This Vaughan recordir^ 
is all set for the best-seller lists, 
and is one of his best for a long 
while. (45. 6s. 4d.) 

SONG TIME WITH THE NICK 
NACK KIDS on Top Rank 
25/005. The 60 pupils of Willows 
School, Morden, Surrey, have be¬ 
come internationally famous as 
singers of This Old Man which was 
featured so successfully in the film 
“Inn Of The Sixth Happiness.” 
Now they have taken on an even 
more ambitious task, recording a 
whole long player of children's 
songs. Old King Cole , Oranges 
And Lemons , and of course This 
Old Man are included in the 
happy selection. (LP. 25s.) 

* 

TSAI CHIN: The Ding Dong 
Song on Decca FI 1192. Tsai Chin 
is the daughter of a famous 
Chinese actor. You will find this 
a fascinating record of a love song 
first in English, then in Chinese. 
Tsai Chin sounds charming in 
either language. (45. 6s.) 



IN THE 17^ CENTURY PRIVATE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

WITH HAND-OPERATED PUMPS. UNDERTOOK TO FIGHT 
FIRES PROVIDED THAT THE BURNING PROPERTY HAD BEEN 
INSURED BY THEMSELVES. AN UNINSURED PROPERTY-OWNER 
HAD TO DEPEND ON THE PARISH FIRE ENGINE, IF ANY. 


EACH COMPANY ISSUED ITS OWN METAL BADGE, 
CALLED A FIREMARK. TO BE FIXED TO 
THE FRONT OF A BUILDING. YOU MAY STILL 
SOMETIMES SEE ONE ON AN OLD HOUSE. THE 
FIREMEN. MOSTLY THAMES WATERMEN. HAD EL¬ 
ABORATE UNIFORMS AND CARRIED CERTIFICATES 
OF EXEMPTION FRO>t THE PRESS GANG. EVEN... 


—I ’ HT m f fit 111 II i< 1 1 illlla <■ I 

-SO. SOME WERE TAKEN FOR SERVICE IN THE ROYAL NAVY. 

IN FACT, ON THE “ BOUNTY", DURING THE FAMOUS MUTINY 
UNDER CAPTAIN BLIGH, THERE WAS A LONDON FIREMAN IN 
UNIFORM. WHEN THE MUTINEERS FINALLY SETTLED ON 
PITCAIRN ISLAND THIS SAME UNIFORM WAS PRESERVED 
AND USED FOR MANY YEARS AS A CEREMONIAL COSTUME BY 
THE. ISLAND’S CHIEF INHABITANT. 
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The Jhildrtn's News pap er, fdnuar y_l £ , 1 96^ 

Grand new serial about Britain’s most popular schoolboy 



THE TROUBLE W 
JENNINGS 

by Anthony Buckeridge 



Jennings, as usual, is in trouble. 
Having found him at lied time 
harrowing beneath the bedclothes 
with his snorkel, Mr. Carter is 
tolerant and amused: but Mr. 
Wilkins expresses his outraged 
feelings in his usual manner. 

2. Science experiment 

1VT r * C ARTrlR xvas heading for the 
^ staff room after tea when 
the sound of strange music came 
Hatting along the corridor to meet 
him. A glance backward revealed 
the crouching figure of Darbishire 
bent almost double, as though 
taking part in a game of leapfrog. 
Spread out on the floor at his 
feet was a sheet of music and be¬ 



spread out on the floor at Darbishire's 
feet was a sheet of music 


tween his lips was a recorder 
looked most uncomfortable. 

“Come here, Darbishire,” said 
Mr. Carter. 

The musician straightened him¬ 
self, picked up his music, and 
came trotting along the corridor. 

“Yes, sir?” 

* “Does Mr. Hind encourage you 
to play ■ your instrument in that 
extraordinary position?” 

“No, not really, sir. Only I 
have to put my music on the floor 
because there's nothing to prop it 
up on in the* passage, and then I 
can't see the notes unless 1 bend 
forward.” : , 

'“Why not find it more suitable 
place to practise?” 

“Well, I tim playing in the 
common room, , sir,” Darbishire 
explained. “And Jennings was 
holding the nulsic up for me, but 
he said it made his arms ache. It 
was a question of his arms or my 
back, really, because bending down 
to read the notes on the floor gives 
me chronic backache, 1 sir.” 

“Too bad,” Mr. Carter sym¬ 


pathised. “Mind you stop when 
you feel lumbago setting-in.” 

“Yes. 1 will, sir,” Darbishire re¬ 
plied solemnly, as the master con¬ 
tinued on his way. 

When Mr. Carter reached the 
staff room he found Jennings wait¬ 
ing for him outside the door. 

“Sir, please, sir. I'd like to draw 
some money out of my bank,” the 
boy began as he entered the room. 

Mr.'Carter opened his account 
book, flicked his way through the 
pages and then shook his head. 
“Your bank balance stands at the 
depressing figure of minus six¬ 
pence, Jennings. You'd better 
write home for some more 
money,” he suggested. “Unless, 
of course, the matter 
is very, urgent, in 
which case . . 

“Oh, it's not all 
that urgent, sir. Actu¬ 
ally,' -it's Darbishire,” 
Jennings explained. 
“ U’s his birthday 
quite soon and as he's 
been pretty decent to 
me lately l thought 
I’d give him a present. 
Rather a happy 
thought. I thought, 
don’t you think, sir?” 

“And what are you 
going to give him?” 
" “Well, that's the 
trouble, sir. 1 can’t 
think of anything for 
him.” 

Mr. Carter was 
able to offer a sugges¬ 
tion. “What Darbi¬ 
shire really needs is a 
music stand,” he. said. 
“That would make 
an excellent present.” 

. “Coo, yes, rather. 
He sir. Jolly good idea.” Jennings’ 


face lit up with enthusiasm. “I’ll 
get him one of those folding up 
sort, sir. It’ll be just the job for 
. . He broke off and the sparkle 
faded from his ‘eyes. “Oh, but I 
can’t, sir. J haven’t got any 
money.” 

“No,” said Mr. Carter. “You 
haven't.” 

Jennings heaved a deep sigh. 
u Oh well, never mind, sir. I’ll 
just have to go on thinking.” 

In the common room 

The common room at Linbury 
Court was the centre of a great 
deal of indoor activity. It was a 
large room, simply furnished, and 
fitted with shelves and lockers for 
the boys’ private possessions. It 
also contained a fair amount of 
property owned in common: for 
example, the oblong tank, on the 
table by the window, in which a 
couple of goldfish swam up and 
down goggling beadily at specta¬ 
tors through the glass. 

The goldfish were a relic of the 


Form Three Natural History Club, 
.a society which flourished only in 
the summer term. For the rest: 
of the year, when enthusiasm was 
at low ebb. the duties of looking 
after its few remaining exhibits 
gave rise to frequent arguments. 

It vv.^s not surprising, therefore, 
that when Jennings reached the 
common room after taking leave 
of Mr. Carter he found Venables 
and Temple in heated dispute over 
the vexed question of changing the 
goldfishes’ water. 

“It's no good trying to get out 
of it. Temple,” complained 
Venables. “Everybody knows it's 
your turn to clean out the tank.” 
He glanced round the room for a 
witness to prove his point and 
noticed Atkinson tidying his 
locker on the far side of the room. 
“Hey, Atki! You’ve got the list. 
Isn't it Temple's turn to do the 
goldfish?” 

Difficult task 

Atkinson rummaged in his 
locker and consulted a crumpled 
sheet of notepaper. “Yes, that's ; 
right.” He came skipping to¬ 
wards them, waving the documen¬ 
tary proof in the air. “And mind 
you give them a good spring-clean. 
Temple. You only changed the 
top half of the water last time it 
was your turn.” 

“Well, I couldn't change the 
bottom half without taking the 
fish out and tipping it on end,” 
Temple argued. “And that churns 
up all the sand and gravel on the 
bottom. Besides, if you change 
all the water at once you don’t 
know if it's the right temperature 
and the fish don't like it.” 

“You're just making feeble 
excuses,” jeered Venables. 

Expert advice 

. To his surprise. Temple found 
an unexpected ally in Jennings, 
who had carried out some research 
on the subject. “That’s quite 
right, actually,” the expert inter¬ 
posed as he joined the group. 
“There's a book about pets in the 
library and it says you should 
change the water gradually instead 
of all in one swoosh.” 

“How are you supposed to do 
that?” queried Atkinson. 

“Well, you have to use a 
siphon.” 

“A siphon?” Atkinson’s eye¬ 
brows rose in astonishment. “But 
that's crazy! The goldfish might 
not like soda water.” 

“Not a soda water siphon, you 
clodpoll!” Jennings retorted 
warmly. “You get a bit of rub¬ 
ber tubing and put one end in the 
tank and trail the other end over 
the side. The water rises up the 
tube ...” The words tailed away 
and he stood staring at the tank 
in thoughtful silence. 


*“1 don't sec how it works. 
Water can't run uphill,” Venables 
objected. - 

.“Ah, it will if it's siphoned,” 
said -Temple. “ You get rid of the 
air inside the tube and once it’s 
working it goes on by itself. That's 
just elementary science. I should 
have thought anyone ” 

. “My snorkel!” Jennings cried in 
triumph as the thoughtful silence 
blossomed into a bright idea. 
“Why didn’t 1 think of it before!” 

They stared at him impressed. 
Even Venables forgot, his objec¬ 
tions at the prospect of taking part 
in an interesting.experiment. “Of 
course! Just the job for siphoning 
out the water. Let’s go and get it 
now, Jen’ and see if it works.” 

Forbidden territory 

At a brisk pace Jennings led the 
way out of the common room and 
up the stairs towards Dormitory 4, 
where the vital object was reposing 
under his pillow. Strictly speak¬ 
ing, he should have sought per¬ 
mission from the master on duty 
before venturing into the dormi¬ 
tory during the hours of daylight. 
But that would have involved a 
frustrating waste of time. 

“It’s amazing what a handy 
gadget my snorkel is,” Jennings 
announced as he * bounded up the 
first flight of stairs. “There’s 
just no end to the things you can 
use it for. For instance, it can 
be a . . He stopped abruptly 
and laid a restraining hand on 
Venables who was following close 
behind him. 

The group stumbled to a halt 
and followed the direction of their 


leader’s pointing "finger. Farther 
along the landing they could see 
the tall figure of Mr. Pemberton- 
Oakes, the headmaster, emerging 
from the music room. He was 
accompanied by a stranger wearing 
a raincoat and carrying a bowler 
hat. V 

So far the headmaster had not 
noticed, the group on the stairs. 
Everything now depended upon 
which way he. turned. In anxious 
silence they waited, crouching low 
against the banisters. Then .with 
a sigh of relief Jennings straight¬ 
ened up, Mr. PembcrtoivOakes 
and-:his visitor'were heading for 
the far end of the corridor and 
could be seen disappearing in the 
direction of Matron’s sitting room. 

“PhewI That was a near one,” 

. Venables, remarked as the boys 
scurried up the next flight to the 
top storey. “I wonder who that 
was with the Archheako?” 

“A new parent,” Atkinson de¬ 
cided promptly. . . 

“How d’you know?” 

Conducted tour 

“I don’t know. I just guessed. 
After all, the Head was showing 
him the music room and every-, 
thing, and he always takes new 
parents on a conducted tour. Be¬ 
sides, hr looked like a new parent. 

I bet you a million pounds I'm 
right” 

They were still arguing about 
the identity of the visitor when 
they arrived at Dormitory 4. 
Jennings hurried across to his bod 
and produced the snorkel from 
under his pillow. 

To He continued 


FREE TRIAL LESSON- 

to dmmxtrate hart easufo is to 



mmcHi 


BY LEARNING THIS 

ATEST& FASTEST WAYJ\ 



AT FAR BELOW 
USUAL COST! 


Here’s an exciting opportunity for every 
“Children’s Newspaper” household! 

PROVE FOR YOURSELF that 
the new, simplified Odhams “ Living 
•Language’V Course really IS the 
easiest, quickest, liveliest way to learn 
French! .There’s not a penny to pay, and 
absolutely NO obligation—just post the 
coupon below and you’ll get, entirely 
FREE a unique SAMPLE RECORD 
(33 J r.p.rn.)—and it’s yours to keep I 
Once you begin to follow this record and 
printed text provided, you'll be amazed 
to find yourself speaking French—very 
soon you'll be able to speak common 
phrases, ask everyday questions. Yes, 
young or old, YOU can now learn French 
quickly, easily and INEXPENSIVELY by 
means of Odhams “Living Language? 
Course. Fascinating spare-time study helps 
with school lessons, speeds children to suc¬ 
cess in examinations, makes for greater en¬ 
joyment of French' films, 
plays, books, radio, 
holidays abroad. 



ALL THE FAMILY 

can enjoy this 40 - 
lesson course on 
HI-FI records. 

Learn As You Listen 
Hear, on high-fidelity records, 
i famous french teacher speak¬ 
ing in his native tongue, and 
at the same time see, in special 
books provided,' the words and 
phrases heard. . ‘ ' 

Records for ANY ptoyer. 


ACT NOW! 

For FREE sample 
“Hear it Yourself” 
Lesson* full details of 
the Course and con¬ 
venient pay-as-you- 
learn plan, fill in and 
post coupon NOW ! 
Offer applies in U.K. 

and Eire only. 

* If you do not require the 
foHg'ptay record, ask for 
details of the Course . 


POST NOW FOR FREE SAMPLE LESSON 


1 To t Odhams Press Ltd., Dept, E.O.S, “ Living 
Language ” Course, Basted, Sevenoaks, Kent. 

WITHOUT OBLIGATION send me FREE Sample 
Recorded Lesson* details of Odhams “ LIVING LAN¬ 
GUAGE ” Course (FRENCH) and convenient pay-as- 
you-learn plan. 

* Delete if Record is not required. 

(Parents* or guardian’s signature if under 21). 

BLOCK LETTERS BELOW PLEASE 

NAME.. 

Full Postal 

ADDRESS. 

E. 0.5/16/1/69 . 
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FOUR SQUARE ATTRACTIONS 


£2 FREE 

(Catalogue Value) 

Our sensational Treasure Trove 
packet containing hundreds of 
stamps and cataloguing well over 
£2, will be sent free to anyone re* 
questing our wonderful Approvals. 
Postage and packing 4d, 

A FREE ALBUM &400 STAMPS 

To start you on the enjoyable 
hobby of stamp collecting this 
sensational offer will be sent to 
anyone requesting our wonderful 
Approvals, 

Postage and packing //-, 

V - FREE IN STAMPS 

1. For every friend you interest 
in joining our Approval Club. 
Ask for our introduction forms, 

2. As an* introductory offer you 
may have the first I/* free 
instead of a free gift. 

MONTHLY FREE GIFTS 

With every Approval sending you 
request, we will include a specially 
selected free gift of stamps which 
will enrich your collection 

"OR 

You can send to us for our list of 
attractive offers and 

PICK YOUR OWN FREE GIFTS. 

Write today including a 3d, stamp for our reply and ask your parents’ permission. 

ADVENTURES LTD., CN3,14 St. James Street, Brighton 


AMAZING FREE OFFER 

GREAT BRITAIN Q.E. 2/6, 5/- AND 10/- 

These three high value stamps, cat. value 7/9, sent free to all ap¬ 
plicants for our British Colonial Approvals enclosing a 3d. stamp. 


BARGAIN OFFER GT, BRITAIN FINE USED 

1918/30 K.G.V 2/6 3/- EACH, 5/- 6/- EACH, 
10/- 10/- EACH 
1955 Q.E.II £1 51- EACH 


(Please tell your Parents) 

R. 3 . SMITH & SON, B1 REDBREAST RD., BOURNEMOUTH 


INDONESIA ANIMALS 

This week's Free Gift is a delightful set of 
Animal Stamps from INDONESIA. They 
Include the TAPIR and the ORANG-UTAN, 
You will be pleased Indeed to display them 
in your album. Just request Approvals and 
enclose 3d. postage. 

J. NORRIS (Dept. C.N.M), 

17 Chi!tern Road, DUNSTABLE, Beds. 
{Please tell s/ourparentsA 


3 


atalaya fs££ to DA PI/CTO 

everyone ordering one ot these r HI#IV C I O 


so diir, 
Brazil 


1/6 

Egypt 2/6 

Eire 3/9 

Greece 2/- 

Bolivia 2/6 

Manchuria 4/- 


100 di0. 

China 1/6 
Bulgaria 3/C 
Russia 57- 
Japan 3/- 
Denmark 2/3 
Liberia 35/- 


200 diff. 
Austria 6A 
Belgium 3/9 
Br. Emp. 5/- 
Hungary 4/- 
France 5/- 
Italy 5/- 


Please tell your parents . 

Postage 3d. extra- C.W.O. LIST FREE. 

Battsluapi (U). 10 Kidderaiotter B<L, Croydon, Sy. 


- FREFT * 

DO YOU KNOW 



That in 1917, tfyasaUnd issued a mm&x, 
stamp showing a Native Soldier* - Hpp 
which w as withdrawn on account \ 
of its nnntt met i vents* ? 

That we w ill give to YOU, AB50- | f ^ 

LIJTELY FREE, a set of four King !*r 
George VI Nvasaland Stamps, in- " 
eluding the above, as illustrated? | 

.fast ask to see our SUPERIOR 
DISCOUNT APPROVALS, enclos¬ 
ing 3d. stamp for postage. (Over¬ 
seas 1/6.) 

WRITE TODAY, RIGHT AWAY, 
for this wonderful new offer—and 
please tell your parents. 

M. HUTCHINSON (61), Old Cedars Cottage, WESTWOOD HILL, SYDENHAM, S.E .26 


FREE 20 ZOO! 

Super new collection with latest Birds 
from Antarctica, Antelope from MX 
Congo, Gorilla from Ruanda, Alliga- 
tor from Argentine, also Domestic f 
and Wild Animals, Birds, etc,. Many 
unusual Don’t miss this super gift 
offered to new members of the 
Sterling Stamp Club (admission 
free—many advantages). Just send 
3d. postage and ask to see our 
popular Sterling Discount Approvals. 

Phase tell your parents. 

STERLING STAMP SERVICE 
(Dept. CN 71), Lancing , Sussex 



ft FINE MALAYA C0MMEM0RATIVIS & PICTORIALS 



3 d - 


FOR 

(post free) 


To all asking to see our 
Quality Approvals wre 
will send these 8 large 
MALAYA for 3d. only 
(Abroad 1/- extra 
Regd.h WITHOUT 
APPROVALS Price 1/6. 
Adult collectors catered 
for. Monthly selections 
speciality. IC you wish 
you may join THE 
CODE STAMP CLUB, 
Sub. l/-. Approvals sent 
Monthly, Fine Gifts, 
(Postal Sec, Est. 1897.) 
Tell your parents. 


veil your parents. r*c-\ 

WRIGHT’S STAMP SHOP, Canterbury, Ltd, (Dept. 101), Canterbury, Kent MS) 


WORLD OP STAMPS 
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YOUNG CHINA AT 
WORK AND PLAY 


The Chinese people have been 
celebrating the tenth anniver¬ 
sary of the proclamation of the 
Communist Republic of China, 
and naturally a number of stamps 
have been issued to mark the great 
occasion. Some of the credit for 
their bright colours and clever 
designs must go to Czechoslo¬ 
vakia, for experts from that 
country have been helping the 
Chinese printers at the Stamp 
Bureau in Peking. 

One very attractive series con¬ 
tains 12 different stamps showing 
young Chinese at work and at 
play. One is of a sales-girl dis¬ 
playing gaily patterned cloth to 
her customers. On the shelves 
behind her 
are clocks, 
toys, a radio, 
kettles, and 
crockery, so 
i she must be 
serving in a 
multiple 
store! 

Another 
stamp in the same series shows 
a young waitress with a trayful 
of steaming hot meals for hungry 
folk seated at tables in the dis¬ 
tance. A gar¬ 
dener, a farm- 
girl, and a 
student are 
among the 
other young 
Chinese 
people de- 
pict e d in 
these gay 
little stamps. 

T>ck winter the French Post 
Office issues two special stamps 
to be sold at an extra premium 



in aid of Red Cross funds. In 
recent years these charity stamps 
have depicted French paintings 
and sculptures, but this winter 
they portray two Frenchmen 
whose work for ch arity has made 
them famous. 

On one 
stamp is a 
portrait of 
Charles- 
Michel de 
TEpde, who 
was ‘ born in 
1712 and be¬ 
came a Canon 
of Troyes 
Cathedral. He 
devoted his life to helping the 
deaf and dumb, founding a school 
for them in Paris and inventing 
the language which enables deaf 
and dumb people to 44 talk ” to 
each other with their fingers. 

The other new French stamp 
honours Valentin Haiiy, born in 
1745, who opened a school for 
blind children. He was also a 
pioneer of books in a raised sign 
language enabling blind people to 
read with their 



mmm 

. ~~ w 




finger-tips. 

This method 
o f reading 
was later im- 
proved by 
another 
F re nchman, 

Louis Braille, 
after whom it 
is now called 
the Braille 
system. You 
will find a portrait of Louis 
Braille on another French stamp, 
issued in 1948, which could be 
mounted next to the new Haiiy 
stamp to make an interesting pair. 


ALL EYES ON VICTOR 


Pupils of a Primary School for 
children of R.A.F. men stationed 
in Cyprus are specially interested 
in this Victor four-jet bomber. 
Their school is divided into three 
“houses,” one of them called 
Victor and the others Vulcan and 


Valiant after the other aircraft 
their fathers service. The school 
is near Limassol and has 240 boys 
and girls. Their badge is a 
flamingo in reference to the beauti¬ 
ful birds which flock every winter 
to a nearby lake. 



Among new stamps to be issued 
in France this year will be one 
showing Bizet, composer of the 
opera Carmen . Others will have 
views of Laon Cathedral, Bio is 
Castle, and the Basilica at Lisieux. 

'^hich stamps of 1959 did you 
think had the most attractive 
designs? Each year in the Stamp 
Collectors Annual (Harris Publi¬ 
cations, 3s. 6d.) Mr. L. E. Scott 
illustrates the ten stamps which 
most pleased him during the pre¬ 
vious year. Other interesting ar¬ 
ticles in the 1960 edition deal with 
the stamps of Belgium, Bermuda, 
and Outer Mongolia. 

C. W. Hill 


STAMP PACKETS OF QUALITY 

<AU Different) 


100 Gt. Britain 

(All Obsolete) 8/6 
2/-, 
1/6 
2 /- 
£1 
3/6 
1/3 
3 /- 
2/6 
2/6 
2 /- 
3/ 


50. 

loo Chioa 
100 Hungary 
500 Brit. Empire 
200 World 
10 Iceland 
10 Siam 
10 Aden 
10 Zanzibar 
10 Transvaal 
50 S. Africa 


12 Herm Island 

Triangula rs 3/- 
100 Germany 1/3 
50 Spain 1/- 

100 France 2/3 

100 Italy 2/-. 

25 Finland 1/- 
50 New Zealand 3/- 
7 Brunei 1/3 

5 Virgin rs. 1/6 
10 St. Lucia 3/- 
100 Australia 7/- 
10 Cyprus - 1/3 


Orders under 5/- please add 3d. 
return postage. 

We despatch per return. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Lists of USED G.B., CANADA 
INDIA or S. AFRICA on request. Gibbons' 
1960 Simplified Whole World Catalogue 22/6 
plus 2/- postage. 

J. A. L, FRANKS, LTD. (Dept. C.NJ, 
140 Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4 




STAMPS- 


But no Freo Gifts because my prices 4 
are amazingly low 4 

See lor yourself. Send postcard asking 4 
for a selection of attracUve stamps on 4 
Approval. i 

(Please tell your parents .) 4 

D. J. TAYLOR {Opt.CN), New Station House, < 
► Sedgirsfield, Stockton-on-Tees. j 

liAAA A A A A. A A. A. A. A A 


FREE 17'- 

(CATALOGUE VALUE) 

PACKET OF 100 ALL DIFF. 
STAMPS PLUS SUPER 
PERFORATION GAUGE 

to all applicants asking to see my famous 
id. upwards Approvals. British Colonial 
or Foreign. Don’t delay, write today 
enclosing 4£d. in stamps for postage. 
Phase tell your parents. 

C, T. BUSH (CN9), 

53 Newlyn Way, Parkstone, Poole, DORSET 


2,500 STAMPS 
FREE BONUS OFFER 

Details of this Exciting Gift will be 
sent to all applicants for my Bargain 
Approvals. Please enclose 3d. postage 
and tell your parents you are writing. 

B. T« YEOMAN (CN.3), 

23a St. James Road, SURBITON, Surrey 


31 ANIMAL STAMPS 
FREE! 

Simply pive us your 
name and address and 
enclose 3d. for postage 
and we will send this 

WONDERFUL 
PACKET OF 
STAMPS 
ABSOLUTELY 
FREE OF 
CHARGE 

In addition marvellous Approvals wfll 
accompany each gift. No obligation to buy 
anything. 

1*1 ease tell your parent* you are 7 cr it in g. 

BRIDGNORTH STAMP CO. LTD., 

(Dept. E.551, Bridgnorth, Shropshire 
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I PUZZLE 1 
I PARADE| 

Bird of travel word square 

„ , d-ROWN on the chin 

arrange the letters m a live- V y^ry keen 

letter word meaning a type of y 0 consent - 

transport, then add one more River-banks sometimes arc 
fetter to make the name of a bird. Squirrels’ nests 

To be seen at the circus 


it 


DREAMS 



fjv solving the six little picture problems you will find the names 
of performers and objects to be seen at the circus. - 


WHICH MONTH? 

At* first is in joke and also in 
jest, 

My seconds in cast but not in 
west. 

My third is in window and also in 
pane. 

My fourth is in avenue, not in 
lane. 

My fifth is in magic and also in 
wand, 

My sixth is in water but not in 
pond. 

My seventh's in young but not in 
old— 

My whole is a month that is 
usually cold! 


Do you know them ? 

Can you re-arrange the letters 
in the words below to form the 
names of two pantomimes ? 
soon glide at cromer heel 

And if you re-arrange the letters 
in the words below you will form 
the names of two characters in 
a Lewis Carroll story. 
a dramatic ethcl 


NAME THE PLACE 

Can you find the name of a 
region in Hampshire from these 
clues? 

old—many trees. 



J always think it's fun to dream, 
And whenever f go to bed, 

I lose myself and, suddenly, 

I'm someone else instead! 

Sometimes I’m just a friendly 
tramp, 

Sometimes I‘nV driving a train. 
Once I turned into a teacher. 

And gave all my pupils the canc. 

Sometimes I'm on a roundabout. 
Having a ride at the fair,. 

And then I’m shut in a cage at the 
Zoo, 

Because I’m a grisly bear.. 

Handy scales 

QRAGGFD a dragon from old 
' fairy tales, 

“/ weigh more than many huge 
whales. 

Ninety-nine tons, no less ! 

A fid this isn t a guess. 

For I've weighed myself twice on 
my scales!" 

Further outlook 

Television announcer to the 
weatherman: .’’Better break 
the news rather gently. Just say 
’ Cloudy, followed by showers and 
prolonged rain and then by severe 
thunderstorms and strong winds."’ 

WELL, WELL! 

Xf ACRERt ‘’Name two pronouns/’ 
John (startled): “Who? 

Me?” 

Teacher: “Splendid!” 

Find the town 

Re-arrange the following words 
to form the name of a Berkshire 
town. 

Ena hid dame. 


FA8TE8T-EVER TO AUSTRALIA 


I! /; : ; v - ., : , ; ; J* 






An artist’s drawing of the new Peninsular and Oriental liner 
Canberra, due for launching this year. She is a 45,000-ton ship 
designed for a service speed of 27£ knots, which will enable her to 
reach Sydney from London in three weeks instead of the usual four 


MIXED DOUBLES 

TN each of the following pairs of numbered sentences, the 
blanks represent two words which sound alike but are spelt 
differently. Can you write them all correctly ? 

Answers are given below. 

1 . 


. Wc saw a lien with her -— 
of chicks. 

From malt and hops beer is 


2. That broken .window needs a 

new - of glass. 

The captive escaped under 
- of death. 


3. 


I shall- my heart against 

their entreaties. 

My rival has managed to 
-a march on me. 


4’ Shakespeare was known as 

the - of Avon. 

The prison cell had - 

window's. 

5. You have not returned the 

book which I-you. 

I - against the wall to 

rest. 

6. The river - down to the 

sea. 

j cc ^—-- are a danger to 
shipping. 


It’s an ill wind, says Billy 


FINDING A CAREER 


]Jv J olio wing the lines you will be able to find the career which 
each of these young people intends to pursue. 


Workmen were busy digging up 
the road outside Billy's house, 
and at night ail the tools and 
equipment were left in charge of 
the night watchman. He was a 
friendly man and Billy spent a lot 
of time sitting with him beside the 
glowing brazier. 

But one evening after the work¬ 
men, had gone Billy found him 
rather glum, “ft's this fire,” he 
said. “There’s barely enough 
coke left to sec me through the 
night.*” * ...• 

“Don't worry,” said Billy. “I’m 
sure it will arrive first thing, and 
if it doesn’t I’ll get something for 
you/’ * ' 

Next morning, however, be for¬ 
got to see if the coke had arrived, 
for when he woke up he found it 
had snowed during the night. 

“Whoopee!” he yelled. And 
as soon as breakfast was finished 
he was out with the toboggan. 

It was not a very good tobog¬ 
gan, but Billy was proud of it: it 
was the first one he had ever 
made. 

Unfortunately, there was not 
much time to play with it, for 
school started again that day. So 
he decided lie would just take it 
to the top of the lull and slide 
down the pavement. 

Down he went at a cracking 
pace. There was only one thing 
wrong: he could not stop. 

Crash! He finished up against 
a wheelbarrow left by the work¬ 
men—and the toboggan literally 
fell to pieces. 


Hearing the noise, the watch¬ 
man hurried from his hut. When 
he saw that Billy was unhurt he 
gave him a lecture. “You should 
know better than to toboggan in 
the streets. And you might have 
hit my bucket of hot coke. Then 
where would you have been?” 

Still rubbing his shins, Billy 
nodded sadly. Then he looked at 
the fragments • of his toboggan. 
,”Your coke arrived vet?” he 
asked. 

“No.” . 

“Well, J said Fd get you some¬ 
thing to burn. So you'd better 
have these. They’ll never be a 
toboggan again.”. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES 

Name the place. New Forest. To 
be seen at the circus. Lions ; clowns ; 
ringmaster ; acrobats ; jugglers ; 
cages. Which month ? January, Do 
you know them ? Cinderella—Mother 
Goose. Mad Hatter—Alice. Bird 
of travel. Train ; add letter M, and 
re-arrangc to form Martin. Finding 
a career. John—scientist ; Audrey— 

nurse 1 ; ’ Mark-7 WSI WEEK'S ANSWER 

chef. 

Find the town. 

Maidenhead 
Word Square 
BEARD 
EAGER, 

AGREE 
REEDY" 

DREYS 

MIXED DOUBLES 

1 Brood, brewed. 2 Pane, pain. 3 
Steel, steal. 4 Bard, barred. 5 Lent, 
leant, 6 Flows, floes. 




Our engineer* have designed a novel 
\Vii*l-watch Radio using latest Tran¬ 
sistor Techniques. Size only 1Y X 1” 
X Y! I ' ‘'featherweight”—yet gives 

clear, crisp, personal-phono reception 
over all medium wave*. Tiny battery 
inddc lasts months — costs 5d. No 
Snags, anyone can build it in an hour 
or two using our j>ictorial step-by-step 
simple plans. All parts supplied 
(including ease and strap) for only 29/6 
(add 1/ G post, etc.). C.O.D. 2/- extra. 
(All parts sold separately, priced parts 
list, l/fi.) Send Now! Aloney back 
guarantee. 


send now— 

PERSONAL RADIOS! 



37 7 6 


Don't let the 
give-awoy price 
put you offV—it'5 
only for a limited 
period to rurt 
down stocks. Tiii? 
“Gold-Star” model 
is a REAL VALVE 
personal-phone pocket radio. Covers ai! 
medium waves Incl. "Luxembourg", 
"Light", "Home", etc. Beautiful 
moulded ease, size 4}* X X 1 Y — 
batteries tit inside—last months 1 ANY¬ 
ONE CAN BUILD IT —using the SIMPLE 
STEP-BY-STEP PICTORIAL PLANS. All 
parts supplied including DETACHABLE 
AERIAL, etc., for only 37/6 (add 2/0 P. 
& P.). O.0.1>. ‘2/-. extra. (Parts sold 

separately, priced parts list, 1/0.) 

Money Hack Guarantee. 

Demonstrations De/fy. 


CONCORD ELECTRONICS (Dept. CHI I), 2IQ CHURCH ROAD. HOVE, SUSSEX 
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Swimming pool on stilts socc “ JJL™[ E “ MDS 


NEW SPORTS CENTRE FOR BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY 


A few weeks ago we were 
writing abotiL the vast new 
sports centre to be built at Crystal 
Palace, London. Now comes news 
of another one, to be built at 
Birmingham University. 

Outstanding feature of the new 
centre, which will cost £550,000, 
is the swimming pool on stilts, 
seen in the centre of our picture. 
Shaped like a whale or, as it has 
been described, "a giant ocarina”, 
the pool has a roof which rises 
above the diving-boards and slopes 
downward towards the shallow 
end. Thus there, is no wastage of 
heat. 

The sports hall also has an un¬ 
usual roof. Seen from one side it 
looks like eight tunnels disappear¬ 
ing into the building. Its purpose, 
is to provide top lighting - to the 
interior. . 



The centre will also have two 
large v and five small gymnasia, 
eight squash courts,'a rifle range, 
and an indoor cricket school. 


When these are added to the exist¬ 
ing running track, Birmingham 
University will have the finest 
sports centre of its kind in Europe. 


Cross-country day for 
the counties 


early 350 of England's finest 
distance runners will be com¬ 
peting in the Inter-counties cross¬ 
country championship at Brighton 
on Saturday. . 

The 7J-milc course will be over 



fairly level grassland at Stanmer 
Park, and very fast times are ex¬ 
pected from the 36 county teams 
Competing, 

Basil Heatley, of Warwickshire, 
will be defending the individual 
title he Won last year, when the 
race was held at Parliament Hill 
Fields, London. 

Essex, led by Alan Perkins, won 
the team title last year, and are 
confident that they can repeat their 
victory in spite of the strong 
opposition from Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, second and third last 
year. Middlesex and Surrey, both 
former winners, are also fielding 
very strong teams. 

Alan Perkins is obviously in fine 
form again. He has been training 
hard for Saturday, and here we see 
him using weights at the Mitcham 
County School gymnasium. 


Disley runs again 

Jr is good news that John Disley, 
Britain's outstanding steeple¬ 
chaser, is back in training again. 
The foot trouble which has kept 
him off our tracks for so long 
seems at last to be responding to 
treatment. 

John was last seen in action at 
the beginning of last summer. 

Then his ten¬ 
don trouble 
recurred, and 
for six 
m on tbs he 
was unable to 
move - quickly 
without pain.. 
If all goes 
well he will 
go into full training to win a place 
in Britain's team for Rome. 



LEEKS GALORE AT 
TWICKENHAM 


^Twickenham should house an¬ 
other capacity crowd on 
Saturday, when thousands of 
Welshmen—with their leek em¬ 
blems—will be there to cheer the 
team against England in the first 
of their international fixtures this 
season: 

These countries first met on the 
rugby field in 1881, at Blackheath, 
and of the sixty-four games played 
between them, England have won 
30, Wales 26, and eight have been 
drawn. 

The first hnatch played at 
Twickenham was in 1910, and not 
surprisingly England have a good 
record there, winning eleven times 
to Wales* four, with four drawn. 

If David Marques plays for 
England on Saturday, he will be 
making his fifth consecutive ap¬ 
pearance against the Welshman. 
The former Cambridge Blue who 
now captains the Harlequins and 


Hertfordshire is one of the biggest 
men playing first-class rugby. He 
stands 6 feet 5 inches and weighs 
16 stone. 

David is also one of the greatest 
linc-out experts in the game. He 
practises his jumping at home, 
leaping to touch an oak beam in 
the ceiling—10 feet 6 inches from 
the floor. 


gHALL we see football played 
under glass in the near 
future? Russians will, at any rate. 

Some £3,000,000 is being spent 
on rebuilding the famous Moscow 
Stadium, which is to be completely 
covered with a glass roof, enabling 
80,000 spectators to watch foot¬ 
ball and other sports in warmth 
and comfort in any 'weather. 

The turf pitch is to be lifted 
and replaced with rubber and 
nylon, which Russian experts claim 
will be a better surface than grass. 

Glass-roofed grounds would 
certainly be an advantage in this 
country during January and 
February when pitches are in¬ 
variably mud baths or frozen hard. 

^Jeanwhile experiments are be¬ 
ing carried out in Britain to 
beat bad weather. Everton F.C. 
have already laid a network of 
electric wires beneath the pitch 
which is switched on when the 


temperature nears freezing point. 
Now r they are experimenting with 
huge plastic sheets to cover the 
goal area against rain. 

Newcastle United has also been 
using plastic matting—to cover the 
whole of the playing area. About 
120 feet long and six feet wide, 
the strips will keep the ground 
playable in rain, frost, or snow. 

Plastic sheets are also being 
used at Hampden Park, Scotland, 
and these too cover the whole of 
the playing area. The sheets are 
kept, a few inches above the 
ground by small tubes, and hot air 
is forced under the sheets by 
electrically-controlled pipes near 
the touchline. 

This system has another great 
advantage for spectators. Once th* 
plastic “blanket” has been rolled 
back for the game, the pipes can 
be swivelled round so as to direct 
warm air into the terraces! 


SPORTS QUIZ | 

1. How many times has England 
won the Test rubber in the 
West Indies? 

2. Which girl has been >vorJd 
. figure skating champion for the 

past four years? 

3. Who is Britain’s Golfer of the 
Year? 

4. Which • athlete is nicknamed 
“Puff-puff”? 

5. Who are the holders of the 
World Soccer Cup? 

6. What is the difference between 
a toboggan and a bobsleigh? 
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Out from indoors 

At a recent A.A.A. indoor meeting at R.A.F* Station, Stanmore, 
the gymnasium doors were left open so that sprinters should not 
hurt themselves at the finish. A headlamp lighted up the scene 
as they shot out of the building 

Rugby stars who shine at soccer 


(Jotham Grammar School, Bristol, 
have had a fine rugby season. 
Although the school plays rugby 
only during the autumn term, they 
lost but one of their 13 matches, 
scoring 219 points against 64. 

Brian Griffin, Cotham’s centre 
three-quarter, scored 113 of the 
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points, a phenomenal record for 
just one term's football. 

Brian will be continuing his 
scoring this term, for he is also 
captain of his school’s soccer team. 
Two years ago he played for 
Bristol Boys Under-15 XI. 

Another outstanding all-rounder 
in the news is Roy Wills of 
Northampton, who switches codes 
from w^ek to week. 

A short while ago Roy played 
in the Midlands schools rugby 
trials, and was then chosen to 
represent the Midlands against the 
North. In between times he 
played for Northampton in the 
English Schools soccer Trophy and 
was picked for the South against 
the South Midlands. 

Roy has already been capped at 
cricket. 
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